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Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of physical abuse of children within the framework of the
provisions of Islamic Sharia and statutory law, given the grave danger this phenomenon
poses to children’s rights and to their physical and psychological well-being, as well as its
negative repercussions on the family and society. The study aims to describe the current
situation of physical child abuse, clarify its concept, elements, and causes, and analyze the
relevant Sharia and legal texts concerned with child protection. It also seeks to clarify the
prescribed penalties and the humanitarian and social consequences resulting therefrom, and

to review the most prominent proposed solutions to curb its spread.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology by compiling the scholarly material
from Sharia and legal sources and prior studies, analyzing the relevant texts, and linking
them to contemporary realities, particularly within Yemeni society. The research concludes
that Islamic Sharia categorically prohibits physical abuse of children, emphasizes the
principles of mercy and kindness in upbringing, and regards child protection as one of its
fundamental objectives. The study further demonstrates that Yemeni legislation, foremost
among them the Child Rights Law and the Crimes and Penalties Law, has criminalized

physical abuse and prescribed penalties aimed at deterrence and protection.

The research also identifies a gap between Sharia and legal texts on the one hand and their
practical implementation on the other, attributable to social and cultural factors, weak legal
awareness, and institutional shortcomings in protection and reporting mechanisms. The
study concludes that physical abuse leaves serious psychological and social effects on the
child, leads to personality disorders, contributes to family disintegration, and fosters the

spread of patterns of violence within society.

In light of the foregoing, the study recommends activating Sharia and legal provisions,
strengthening religious and educational awareness, enhancing the role of the family and
educational institutions, and establishing effective mechanisms for protecting children from
physical abuse, thereby contributing to the building of a safe society founded upon justice,

mercy, and the preservation of human dignity.
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Abstract:

This study addresses the issue of physical abuse of children in light of Islamic Sharia
provisions and legal texts, given the serious threat this phenomenon poses to children’s
rights and their physical and psychological well-being, as well as its negative repercussions
on the family and society. The study aims to describe the current situation of physical child
abuse, clarify its concept, elements, and causes, analyze the relevant Islamic and legal texts
concerned with protecting children, identify the prescribed penalties, examine the resulting
humanitarian and social impacts, and present the most important proposed solutions to limit
its spread.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology, relying on the collection of scientific
material from Islamic jurisprudential sources, legal texts, and previous studies, analyzing
relevant provisions, and linking them to contemporary reality, particularly within Yemeni
society. The findings reveal that Islamic Sharia strictly prohibits physical abuse of children,
emphasizes mercy and gentleness as fundamental principles in upbringing, and considers
child protection one of its essential objectives. The study also shows that Yemeni
legislation—most notably the Child Rights Law and the Crimes and Penalties Law—
criminalizes physical abuse and prescribes penalties aimed at deterrence and protection.
The study further identifies a gap between Sharia and legal texts on the one hand and their
practical application on the other, due to social and cultural factors, weak legal awareness,
and institutional shortcomings in protection and reporting mechanisms. It also concludes that
physical abuse leads to serious psychological and social consequences for children,
including personality disorders, family disintegration, and the spread of violent behavior

within society.
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In light of these findings, the study recommends activating Islamic and legal provisions,
strengthening religious and educational awareness, enhancing the role of the family and
educational institutions, and establishing effective mechanisms to protect children from
physical abuse, thereby contributing to the building of a safe society founded on justice,

mercy, and the preservation of human dignity.
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